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14. Provide for practice, remediation, and enrichment to support all learning styles and learning levels  
      including all subgroups (including ELL, SPED, and TAG). 
 

The Oregon Focus on Math© Series is written to address the needs of all students whether or not they are in a heterogeneous 
or homogenous classroom.  The texts were written so that the content listed in the 2007 Oregon Core Standards forms the 
foundation of the program.  In addition to the Core Standards, the texts provide lessons to address Pre-Requisite content 
that is necessary to know prior to entering the Core Standards.  Teachers may use provided diagnostic assessments to 
determine if classes/students need to cover the Pre-Requisite block or lessons.  These lessons are clearly marked in the 
Teacher’s Edition. 
 
Remediation and practice are provided through problem sets in the text as well as supplemental worksheets (regular and 
tiered).  The regular version of each worksheet is available to students in English and Spanish.  The tiered worksheets are 
written specifically for learning disabled, low achieving or ELL students who are moving towards English acquisition.  The 
tiered worksheets use shorter sentences and less complex terminology.  The tiered worksheets include: (1) shorter problem 
sets, (2) more space to work, (3) exercises that use less complex numbers, (4) more guidance on the steps needed to arrive 
at the solution, (5) organizational strategies, and (6) less complex application situations.   
 
When students have mastered the Core Standards, there is enrichment provided in two ways in the texts.  The first is 
through the Connections lessons.  These are clearly marked in the Teacher’s Edition.  The Connections lessons were chosen 
using NCTM Curriculum Focal Point Connections as well as Draft 5 of the 2007 Oregon Content Standards that included 
Connections.  The second form of extension is found throughout the texts in the form of Tic-Tac-Toe activities.  These 
activities allow students to work independently to gain more depth in the content or extend the content to future 
mathematical topics while or after they have reached proficiency in the Core Standards. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oregon Focus on Surface Area and 
Volume – Tiered Worksheet Lesson 20

Oregon Focus on Surface  
Area and Volume – Regular  
Worksheet Lesson 20 

Oregon Focus on Surface Area and 
Volume – Block 3 Tic-Tac-Toe Board
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15. Provide effective on-going professional development for implementation and continued use of the  
      curriculum. 
 

SMc Curriculum has offered middle school mathematics workshops for Oregon teachers since 2006.  SMc 
Curriculum will offer a series of implementation and ongoing professional development workshops for teachers using 
the Oregon Focus on Math© Series.   The types of professional development that will be available to teachers through 
SMc Curriculum are listed in the table below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Type of Professional 
Development 

Description 

  
Every district that adopts the Oregon Focus on Math© Series will have 
implementation workshops made available to them in the Spring, Summer 
or Fall of 2009.  The Curriculum Implementation Workshops will train 
teachers how to navigate the texts and supplemental materials.  Teachers 
will be taught how to modify the worksheets, tests and slide shows.  
Guidance will be provided for creating curriculum maps for the series for a 
6-8 or 7-8 program. 

 
 

Curriculum Implementation 
Workshop 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Stage 1 Workshop 
 

 
Grade-specific workshops will be made available to teachers using the 6th 
grade (or Stage 1) texts.  Teachers will be trained specifically in their three 
Oregon Core Standards.  Teachers will be given information on how to use 
diagnostic, formative and summative assessments to guide their teaching 
practices.  The workshops will model many of the Explores! throughout 
the Stage 1 curriculum to allow teachers to experience the activities first-
hand.  Teachers will be given strategies for differentiation, remediation 
and extension. 
 

 
Stage 2 Workshop 

 

 
This workshop is similar to the Stage 1 Workshop but focuses on the 
seventh grade Oregon Core Standards (Stage 2). 
 

 
Stage 3 Workshop 

 

 
This workshop is similar to the Stage 1 Workshop but focuses on the 
eighth grade Oregon Core Standards (Stage 3). 
 

 
Vertical Alignment Workshop 

 

 
The Vertical Alignment Workshop will help schools or districts to 
vertically align their mathematics curriculum K-8 or 6-12.  No matter what 
series teachers are using in the elementary and/or high schools, SMc 
Curriculum will provide guidance on aligning curriculum to the Oregon 
Core Standards. 
 

 

“To achieve the best results with students when teaching for the depth, 
understanding, and proficiency sought by the curriculum focal points, teachers 
themselves will need a deep understanding of the mathematics and facility with 
the relationships among mathematical ideas. Thus, effective instruction built on 
the curriculum focal points requires in-depth preparation of preservice 
teachers and ongoing professional development for in-service teachers.2” 
(NCTM Curriculum Focal Points) 
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16. Provide analysis of readability using the Lexile Framework for reading. 
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18. Provide for struggling readers at several lower Lexiles. 
 

The texts in the Oregon Focus on Math© Series are written with Lexiles scores one to two grade levels below the math 
level of the text.  This will allow the focus of the curriculum to be on the mathematics rather than reading 
comprehension.   
 
Along with texts that are at several lower Lexiles, the series also includes tiered worksheets for every lesson.  The 
tiered worksheets are written using shorter sentences and less complex terminology.  All students should learn 
accurate mathematics terminology so those words are not modified.  The other benefits of the tiered worksheets 
include: (1) shorter problem sets, (2) more space to work, (3) exercises that use less complex numbers, (4) more 
guidance on the steps needed to arrive at the solution, (5) organizational strategies, and (6) less complex application 
situations.  Below is an example of a doubled-sided tiered worksheet on Rate Problem Solving (Oregon Focus on 
Ratios, Rates and Percents − Lesson 9). 
 
Along with tiered worksheets for every lesson, the series includes tiered assessments (two versions) for each block.  
 

 Oregon Focus on Ratios, Rates and 
Percents – Tiered Worksheet Lesson 9 
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19. Provide relevant applications for students to relate mathematics to the world around them and to  
      build mathematics awareness in life, home, school, and various careers. 
 

The goal of the Oregon Focus on Math© Series is to provide as many relevant and real-world mathematical situations 
as possible to help students see the connection between school and life outside of school.  In order to do this, the texts 
include activities, exercises and examples that connect to a variety of careers and real-world situations.  Three specific 
examples are shown below.  The first example is an Explore! that has students investigate the uses of rational number 
operations in a variety of careers.  The second example asks students to examine different ways of arranging a 
bedroom based on the percentage of the room that is taken up by different pieces of furniture.  The third example is an 
exercise that examines the top 10 fuel-efficient vehicles and the possibility of an outlier. 
 

       Oregon Focus on Data 
Analysis – Lesson 13

Oregon Focus on Rational 
Numbers and Equations–Lesson 3 

Oregon Focus on Ratios, Rates 
and Percents – Lesson 13 

 
 
     Each text also includes a Career Focus page at the end of each block.  Each  
     Career Focus highlights an Oregonian’s career.  The “autobiography” includes a   
     description of what the person does in his or her career, how much schooling was 
     required, how math is used in his or her career and what he or she enjoys about  
     the job.  The individuals showcased come from all over the state of Oregon  
     and have different types of careers - from a veterinarian in John Day to a chef in  
     Hillsboro to a Safety and Health Professional in Tillamook. 
 
     Since the texts were written specifically for Oregon students, they also include  
     many facts about the state of Oregon.  From the cover photos (which represent  
     nine locations in Oregon) to data about Olympic athletes from Oregon, it is quite  
     likely that throughout the series, students will do an exercise or activity that is  
     about their community or someone from their community. 
 
  
 
  
 
 

Oregon Focus on Surface 
Area and Volume, pg 49 

 
 Oregon Focus on Linear 

Equations – Lesson 25  
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